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Christmas, in mid January,
‘the Northern Indicator level
was 785 cents a kilogram.

In the final week before
the short recess for Easter,
the indicator was just one
cent lower at 787c/kg.

There have been a good
many ups and downs,
however, along the way.

For, after the opening
auctions in mid January
‘the market weakened until,
in late February, the
Indicator had settled on
750c/kg and there
appeared little to prevent it
falling even further as
economic woes spread
across the world.

However, the market did
have one thing in its favour
— a lack of supply, in fact,
during the past few months
the most vital question has

:apply in the long, or even
the medium term.

Three weeks after the
18e/kg rise, in early April,
the indicator gained a
further 12¢/kg, taking the
pro-Easter leval to 787c/kg.

In recent sales, there has
been quite a high
percentage-of old wool
included in the various
brokers’ catalogues.

Much of this has been
fine and superfine wool in
the 16-to 18-micron range,
wools which have either
been passed in during
earlier sales or held in
store without being offered
at all.

The four series from mid
October to the beginning
of November would
undoubtedly have been
responsible for some, at

17- and 17. B-micran types
have improved to the point
where those Indicators are
slightly dearer then they
were at the beginning of
November, but 18-microns
are still well below their
value at that time.

While the fine and
superfine wools have
fluctuated considerably,
the microns have been
remarkably steady during
the past three months.

It has been noticeable,
however, that the 22-
micron wools have varied
more than the 20- or 21-
micron types.

Apparently in some
weeks the Chinese orders
have taken in the 22-
micron wools, but at other
times they were out of
favour.

Bridging the gap to Italy

By ROWENA
McNAUGHTON

LUCA Bellandi, the man
behind Italy’s biggest woollen
maniacturing company, Bell-
andi, knows about beauitiful
fabrics.

But while he can intricately
outline the cloth specifications
needed for high end woollen
suits and stylish woollen over-
coats, where his treasured
textile ‘originated from has
been little more than a made-
up image in the back of his
mind.

That was until earlier this
month when he and father,
Paolo Bellandi, travelled to
Australia and saw first-hand
the workings of a Merino
shieep property.

“To see the flocks, to experi-
ence the live shearing and last
but not least talk to those who
stand out on the side of the
pond (quite literally) from us
but make our business from
the very start, it was particu-
larly fascinating,” Mr Bellandi
said.

Mr Bellandi, who was hosted
during his wisit by vertically
integrated wool company, The
Merino Company (TMC},
admits the experience of visit-
ing Clive and Anna Jamiesons)
“Stony Point” Darlington,

property was truly an
1mpres~|w: experience.

“The grounds were
amazing, and the prop-
erty a huge one at least |
by our standards,” he
said,

But while seeing where
wool that he and his
father have structured
into one of ltaly's
biggest weaving and
spinning companies in
Prato, Italy; making fab-
rics for women's coats
and jackets for brands
such as H&M and Zira
and producing the
exclusive Duemilagori
fabric, the visit could be
the catalyst for cement-
ing a direct supply rela-
tionship between Bell-
andi and TMC.

“We are interested in
working with TMC to
exploit and advertise
wool as nicely and
broadly as possible,” he
said.

He insists it was an “absolute
shame” the wool industry was
downsizing at a time when

wool should be the fibre of

choice for the growing éco-
friendly “inmer culture” market.
“Sustainability is becoming
the name of the game in the
general public, including the

Luea Bellandi stepping over the desk
and finding out where his wool comes
from.

younger generations, and wool
means all that”

Bellandi  currently  buys
Merino wool with micron
range 17.5 to 21.5 world wide.

TMC is understood to have
been in discussions with
Bellandi for several months
to secure a contract for TMC's
Australian pool participants.

Fine wools gain 30c/kg in the south

THE wool market closed
firmer before the Easter
selling recess, as fine wools in
the south gained 15 to 30
cents a kilogram and 10c/kg
to 20c/kg in the north.,

The Eastern Market
Indicator closed up 2c/kg to
767c/kg.

This week’s auction offering

is estimated to be more than
61,000 bales, which would be
the second largest for the
season.

Early reports from this week
indicate the wool market was
generally firmer during
Tuesday's Melbourne sale.

Forward markets have begn
generally softer, however, still

well bid for contracts expiring
throughout 2009.

Just above 47,000 bales are
expected to be auctioned next
week during two days in
Sydney, Melbourne and
Fremantle selling centres.

B Contact Anthony Boatman,
Landmark Risk Management,
(1800) 629 396.




